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Moſt unhappy Man, Runa 12. 5 I 
eren fOULD to God you knew 2B 
OE the Pain my +, ſuffer'd, = 
WI when 1 heard the unhappy 

News of your turning Roman - | 
175 7 —.— Car bolic k, what M 
this may have, time diſcover. 
r. generous Sou d me to give you) 
this charitable Aſſiſtance. a 
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The Church of Rome was certainly once 
a pure Church. as alſo the Church of Fe- 
ruſalem, and many other Churches, now 
born down by 'Paganiſm, Mahomitiſm, and 
Tdolatry. How far the Church of Rome 
is now that very Church ſhe was former- 
ly, will appear by conſidering her neu 
— Articles, foreign to her antient Conſtity- 
tion. I beg leave to mention one, vis. the 
half Communion. Now [ believe you are 
jof my Opinion ; that if the Church of 
Rome has. err'd in any one Article, whe. 
ther in Faith or Doctrine, ſhe can not be 
Infallible ; for Infallibility implies an [m- 
poſſibility of erring.. And if God commands 
us to receive the Nleſſed Sacrament in both 
Kinds, and the Church of Rome. will but 
give it in one Kind, whoſe Voice ſhall we 
\hear, and to whom ſhall we adhere to. 


S171 ae vue BoPE 
It's well known that the Half-Commu- 
nion was never an eſtabliſh'd Doctrinę, till 
the Council of Conſtance decreed it, Anns 
1415. and at a Time when there were three 
Popes at once. I confeſs in ſome Places it 
was in Practice ſome Time before, but ne- 
ver had the Sanct ibn of a Law till it re- 
ceiv'd it from that Councils Authority). 
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Give me leave to quote a Paſſage from 
this very Council. Concilium Conſtant. 
Seſs. 13. Whereas in certain Parts of the 
« World, ſome preſume to affirm, that 
« Chriſtian People ought to receive this 
« Sacrament under 'both Kinds, and do 
« every where communicate the Laity, 
« not only in Bread, but alſo in Wine; 
and ſo goes on. And then follows. And 
« although in the Primitive Church this 
« Sacrament was receiv'd of the Faithful 
“ under both Kinds, yet the Conclufion 
« from theſe Premiſes is as follows. We 
& command under the Pain of Excommu- 
« nication, that no Prieſt Communicate 
the People under both Kinds, of Bread 


es and Wine. | | 


Here is the Acknowledgment of Chriſt's 
Inſtitution in both Kinds; and Chriſt's mi- — 
niſtring in both Kinds; and the Practice 
of the Primitive Church to give it in both 
Kinds; which ought to have much Weight 
with any rational ingenious Man. And 
laſtly, here is the Church of Rome con-| 
demning the Practice of Chriſt, his Apo- 
ſtles, and the Primitive Church. I acknow- 
ledge, with a learned Doctor of the Church 
of Rome, that in indifferent Matters the 
TAY 8 5 Church 
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Church has 3 to alter her Cuſtoms, 
ner dat. poſitive Commands are not in the 
Power of the Church to alter : And ſeeing 

our Blefſed Lord has commanded all to Eat 
Lind Drink in that Sacrament, it is not in 


the Power of Pope or Councils to alter his 


Decree. Tranſubſtantiation was never own'd 


as an Article of Faith till the Laæeran Coun- 


eil decreed it in Pope Innocent the Thirds 
Days, Anno 1215. And the Council of 
Trent determines (Concil Trident Seſs. 13. 
c. 5.) in theſe Words. That the fame 
Divine Worſhip which we give to God, 
is in expreſs Terms, to be given to the 
* Holy Sacrament; and pronounces 
4 an ure tive A againſt all that deny it. 1 
deſire you to conſider what Body it was our 
bleſſed Lord broke at the firſt Celebration 
/* this Sacrament_: His own natural. Body 
was not then broken, and conſequently it 
could not be that. And how is it 
for his natural Body to be daily offer'd in 
the moſt Holy Sacrament, when St. Paul 
aſſures us in the Tenth Chapter to the 
Hebrews, that after he had offer'd one Sa- 
crifice for Sins for ever, fat down on the 
_ — right Hand of God; and if he be _ 
nually at the right Hand of God, . then 


Nat * corporal Preſence 
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* and Power. Theſe things Jam ſure are ras 
ther Blaſphemy than Devotion, and as diſ- 
pleaſing to God as diſſonant to Antiquity, 
And excepting the Salutation, you fla 

ſcarce. ſee her nam'd from St. Matthew ta 
the Revelations ;, and if her Invocation had 
been ſo neceſſary an Article, it's a Wonder 
St. Paul or St. Peter, or ſome other of the 


Apoſtles ſpoke nothing of it. 


Fearing I have treſpaſs'd too much upon 
our Patience, I ſhall diſmiſs you with a 
w Remarks upon the Popes Supremacy. 

St. Peter doubtleſs had a great Province 
allotted him, as appears from the Inſcrip- 
tion of his firſt Epiſtle, But then confi-| 
der, ſo had the reſt of the Apoſtles, 


St. Paul the great Apoſtle of the Gen. 
tiles, aſſures us, that he had the Care of 
all the Churches, and labour'd in the Mi- - 
niſtry more than they all; and by his 
3 own Account of his Travels and Suffers 
= ings, as alſo Writings, it's plain he. is more 
like a Univerſal Biſhop than any I find in 
his Time: The Power of convetting the 
World was equally given to all the Apo- 
== ftles: Go ye out into all the World, &c: 
lam ſure they underſtood it ſo, or elſe 
= * S886 
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St. Paul wou'd never have reprimanded St. 
Pester, and withſtood him to the Face, if 
- 3d jpſe dixit had been ſufficient to confirm 
Nvtlcics of Faith. In the firſt Chriſtian 
— Synod at Jeruſalem St. James preſided, al- 
t ough St. Peter was preſent. * And a ve- 
ry. Antient Council calls Jeruſalem the 
Mother of all Churches. 


And pray let us conſider the Age fol- 
lowing the Apoſtles. The Biſhop of Rome, 
as Biſhop of the Imperial City, doubtleſs 
had a great extenſiveneſs of Juriſdiction, 
and very probably had the right Hand of 
Fellowſhip. of all other Churches, But 
when the Number of Believers increas'd, 
and Diſtricts were mark'd out as well as 
the impending Perſecutions would permit; 
then the Biſhop was confin'd to one Pro- 
— vince or City; and this appears very ear- 
ly, even in the Second Century. For a 
Poulie ariſing concerning the keeping the 

. Feſtival of Eaſter, betweeri the Church of 
Rome, and the Church of 4%. The Con- 


teſt grew very great, and warm Debates 


| happen'd thereupon, which were not ap- 
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„ L 1 Cone. Conſt, 1 Ep. ad Dam. 


peaſed 


TER 

peaſed till Polycarp Biſhop of Smyrna came 
to Rome, and conferring with Anicetus Bi- 
ſhop of that City, it was agreed each Church — 
ſhould follow its own'Cu * 1 ſo they 
did till Pope Victor reviv'd the Contro- 
verſy, and was ſo Turbulent and Tmperi- 
ous as to Excommunicate the Afeaticks, 
= condemning them is Hereticks; yet they 
ſtood their Ground, and maintain'd their 
con Cuſtoms, till the Nicene Council de- 
cided the Controverſy. The Caſe of bleſ- 
ſed St. Cyprian Martyr and Biſhop of C- 
tbage, againſt Stephen Biſhop of Rome, is 
much of the ſame Nature; for when Scr. 
pben excommunicated Cyprian and the reft — 
of the African Biſhops, becauſe voy main- 
tain'd the Invalidity of Heretical Baptiſm, 
it e and the reſt of the African Bi- 
mops ſent a very ſharp Letter to Pope 
XZ Stephen, and charge him therein with be- 
ing a Diſturber of the Churches Peace, and 
a breaker of its Unity. Calls him falfe 
7 Apoſtle, Friend to Hereticks, and Enemy 
to Chriſtians, F + _ 


Now if Cyprian and his Colteagues had 
been ſubjeck to the See of Rome, this 
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 Cypr. ad Pomp. Ep. 7 
— 1 | would 
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| would have been à moſt notorious Rebel- 
lion, and they had been juſtly branded 
as Traitors to God and his Church. It 
will be needleſs to cite St. Gregory Biſhop 


- 


triarch of Conſtantinople, call'd himſelf U- 
niverſal Biſhop ;, ſaid it was a Proud, Pro- 
phane, Sacrilegious, and Antichriſtian Ti- 
tle; and wiſhes all the Curſes of the Bible 
might light on the Man that aſpired to 
the Dignity of Univerſal Biſtiop. I pray 
you confider well how they came to their 
Secular Dignity. You agree with me, I 
|fuppoſe, our Saviour left them none, or any 


| Adverſaries; not to revile, but to be 
reviled; not to kill, but to be ſlain; to 
be accounted the Off- ſcouring of the Earth. 
Theſe were the Means to gain what Roy- 
alties they were like to poſſeſs in this 
World. Our Saviour's Kingdom was not 
of this World, neither was theirs; and 
ſeeing our Saviour left them none, its cer- 
fn they could have none, but what muſt 
be the Gift of Princes; and what they 
gave, certainly when they pleas'd th-y 
might take away. I do not ſay any Pri 2 
can diveſt a lawful Biſhop lawfully, 1 
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of Rome, who when Fobn the Faſter, Pa- 


means to obtain them, but by ſuffering and 
dying; and this Method they uſed againſt 
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ort his Temporalities.; it is a Sin in him 
do do it; (unleſs Idolatry or Hereſy be 
oObjected to their Perſons) but the injured 
Biſhop has no redreſs. N 
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By Add, that if the Popes Supremacy had 
been ſettled by the firſt Chriſtian Em- 
perors, then he muſt have called all Coun- 
ſels, whereas * Cardinal Cuſanus affirms 
the Emperors call'd, _ and them or their — 
XF Deputies were Preſidents in Eight General 
Councils: And St. Ferom rejects a Comte, 
cil with this Queſtion. Quit. Impera- 
tor banc Synodum juſſit congregari, What 
Emperor commanded the aſſembling of that 
XX Synod. Socrates ſaith, that ſince the Em- 
perors became Chriſtians, the greateſt Sy- 
be F nods are held at their Pleaſure. I know! 
that Cardinal Bellarmine being preſs'd by 
the Authority of the Fathers ſtanding 
= againſt him; Anſwers, Papam patres 
on babere, in Eccleſid, ſed filios omnes. 
he Pope acknowledges fo Fathers in the 
Church, they are all his Sons, A pretty 
Anſwer indeed to a matter of this Impor- 
tance, being no lefs than an Article of 
Faith, and which might make an ingenious 
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Man blu to ſee the Pillars of his Ch 
Wed 8 ſuch ſhameful Shifts i defend 
ing their Cauſe. 


nr Sir, 1 after the Sixth Cen- 
tury, what Wars, Bloodſhed and Murders, 
were committed in advancing the Papal See, 
Hos it attain'd to this preſent Grandeur 
and . what Complaints were made againſt 
this Biſhop' 8 Uſurpation: . How Mabomet 
took the A prevail q, and decei - 
ved the greateſt Part of the World, 


Wust Schiſms there Vere in Rome 125 
Popes at a Time : How che Biſho 
of Rome encoura zed the Children in Re. 
bellion againſt thai Parents, and were not 
aſhamed of their Actions; in a Word, how 
they deſtroyed the Roman Empire; and 
then tell me. 602 4770 can place any Con- 
"dence in a Succeſſion of Biſhops and 
Church, 0 Bottom is ſo precarious; 
Ad whoſc Grandeur was attain d by Vio. 
lence and n and 0 manner of 
Malte and bellion. | If th c P ope 8 Au- 
Roy over all other Churches was not an 
Article of Faith in the Three firſt Apes, 
it could not be ſo afterwards ; for what 
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lime. But I have done ; I know dis ef 
to cavil at the plaineſt Reaſon 3, and art 
pgenious Wit will ſhake the moſt evident 
Matters of Fact! But no Arguments ate 
ſtrong enough againſt Demonſtration; wh 
might remember the pious Exhortation o 
our moſt Reverend Father, when we bes. 
came his dutiful Sans; and. the Featd of — 
Joy when lie wept at our Converſion. What, 
moved you to. this Apoſtaey, your own 
Canſcience knows beſt,. Conſider, the ſame - 
Powers that drives you; drives. us ititc 
Corners; and your Sufferings cannot ba 
greater than ours. The Church of. England, 
Bright as the riſing Sun, in the midſt 
Perſecutions has ſtood the Shock of For- 
tune, under all the various Changes of 
Providence. I need not tell you the Stakes 
and Martyrdoms of her Biſhops and Clets 
fy in Queen — 4 Days; nor the Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion ſhe ſuffer d in Forty 
one: Lou know her preſent Condition; 
But that I may not be Guilty of Partiality, 
I am willing to ſuppoſe my ſelf Ignorant, 
and make the Iſſue of the whole Contro- 
verſy depend upon the Goodneſs of Provi- 
dence ; and ſhall conclude all with the 


following Prayer. 2 
; 3 1 * 2 | Grant, 
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3 "Grant, O . that if the Church of 


Rome bas erred from thy true Faith and 
p&rine, this thy Servant, and all thy 
ple who have ſtray'd from thy Altars, 
be converted to thy moſt holy 


ray 
R if the be Innocent from 


ay'd from her Communion, and in 
particular We, who have made this 
Preach, may return from whence we 


5 H fallen; is the 1 of, z 
2 gd 98 Sir, | MN 


Tour moſt afield 


Friend, ond Servant, © 


* great Offence of corrupting thy 
boly Worſhip ; ; then all Who have 
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8 My deareſt Fnend, 8 e x2. m7. 
22 28 foregoing. is the Subſtance 
of what I have writ to that 
Gentleman yoy very \ well know 
NE which is as full as the nature o 
: 1 will permit; I may be blamed 
for this Freedom, but ſhall = care fince 
my Intentions were to do good: I am per- 
ſwaded the Arguments here adyanc'd are 
unanſwerable, and hope it may convince / | 
thoſe that have too great a Reſpect to that 3 
Church, which 1 believe is the moſt De-| '| A 
-bauch'd in the World. I have carefully. if 
read over.the Biſhop of Condom s Ws , wif — | 
| of the Dodrines; * the Church of Rome, _ 
[ that I might not be guilty of Partialit ; 
and I cannot ſee even that learned Man | 
| * freed their Church in his Expoſition * 7 
* Idolatry. He ſaith indeed, they deſign . = 
Idolatr 7 in painting God in the 2 of 
| en Man? re Cn, 
=_ . - nten- 
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their never was Idolatry, Rebellion, He- 
855 'of Schiſm, in the World. Fer what 


'1 pra t ſet up for Jdolat 
A Al beg 11 


gi bauen to be Schiſm: No Man ever yet 
| was guilty af Rebellion; if 
he will tell you fo. Corab, arhan 
Abiram, thought themſelves in the Righir 
all the, Time they were rebelling fc Hf 
God's Ordinances ; their good Intentions: | 
would not excuſe their wicked Actions, 
have collected ſeyeral choice Obſervations 
in Phyfick during my ſtay in this Place, 
' andbecauſe.fome of them are extraordinary 
Ciaſes, I am apt to think they will not be 

altogether unacceptable to the Publick. 1 
will take care to have them reviſed and ap- 
proved by fome Gentleman of the wenn oo 

DAY let me hear from you, God gran 
ma produce the defir'd Eds, is the P; Pray- 
ers of your moſt Faithful Friend till E Death, 
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intentions, will excuſe their Actions, chen 2 


Hereticks ever 3 tig ; 
825 7 Tenets to be Hereſies; or what 
Deſerters have ever yet juſtified their Se- 
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